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By 2050, food production would need to be increased by 70% to feed the growing 

world population living on the same surface of the globe than today. A "land rush" is 
occurring and a new phenomenon called “land grabbing” is depriving developing countries 
in Africa and elsewhere from food at the benefits of richer countries which produce in their 
land (or directly rent their lands) to later on export that food production to their own 
internal markets. This phenomenon presents severe consequences for food security 
worldwide, beyond rising serious ethical and social dilemmas. On October 12 at the 
European Parliament, four experts were invited by Mazungumzo and MEP Paolo de Castro, 
chairman of the EP Agricultural Committee and host of the Round Table, to discuss about 
this burning issue. Seventy experts, Ambassadors, Member of Parliament, EU civil servants, 
academics & executives attended the Roundtable, which was chaired by MEPs Mairead 
McGuiness and Gabriele Zimmer. 

Introduction: The Multiple consequences of land grabbing  

Key note speech, Professor Paolo de Castro, MEP, Chairman of the Agricultural Committee 
 
In his keynote speech, Paolo de Castro raised the lack of international rules to deal with the 
problematic of land grabbing. He explained that “land grabbing must be interpreted as a 
sign of the new scarcity era, with the return of food security issue at top of global political 
agenda”. Addressing food security, he underlined the necessity to increase food production 
in the future to feed the growing world population, however, without forgetting the 
environmental constraints. In his view, land grabbing or the expansion of the surface of 
production is the wrong choice because it will ultimately lead to the reduction of forests and 
woods, albeit contributing to the instability of world prices. The alternative goes towards 
promoting sustainability and boost productivity through innovation in agriculture.   

The origin and consequences of land grabbing  

Speakers: Ambassador Jean Feyder, Luxembourg Representative to the WTO & Professor 
Harald von Witzke, Humboldt University, Berlin 
Moderator: Mairead McGuiness, MEP, Member of the Agricultural Committee  
 
The first panellist, the Representative of Luxembourg to the World Trade Organization, 
Ambassador Feyder, expressed his great concern about malnutrition in the world, which 
affects 1 billion people and is directly related to the land grabbing phenomenon. He 



 

mentioned the need for a better share of resources and asked for a global answer to food 
security.   

The second speaker from Berlin Humboldt University, Professor Harald Von Witzke, made a 
presentation on what he calls the European Union’s “virtual land grab“. The EU is not 
engaging in land grabbing but it is now one of the first world net importers, which 
constitutes to him a “virtual land grabbing“. The EU imports indeed food that could be 
produced in its territory and that do not feed local populations but gets exported to EU 
markets, contributing therefore to raising food prices. As an alternative, and in line with 
some of the ideas presented in the key note speech, he proposes as a solution an increase 
of productivity in EU agriculture, specially in the production of protein feed crop.  

Improving agricultural productivity in Africa 

Speakers: Dr. P Aerni, Swiss Higher Institute of Technology, Zurich & Marco de Ponte, 
Secretary General Action Aid Italy 
Moderator: Gabriele Zimmer, Member of the Development Committee  
 
Philpp Aerni, Professor at the Swiss Higher Institute of Technology, dealt with the 
challenges to productivity in African agriculture and proposed a series of alternatives to the 
current situation. Mr. Aerni questioned the rural development theories toward Africa and 
promoted the importance of knowledge transfers in agriculture and the necessity to treat 
African farmers as entrepreneurs. The need for higher productivity in agriculture in Africa 
was also raised by Mr. Aerni in line with the comments addressed in the first panel. His 
intervention was followed by the one of the Secretary General of Action Aid Italy, who 
focused on the social and human consequences of land grabbing on the basis of the 
experience and work of his NGO on the ground. 
 

Conclusions 

The conclusions of the Round Table were drawn by MEP McGuiness, co -chair of the 
Round Table. In the context of CAP reform and EPA negotiations, McGuiness raised the 
importance of discussing about these issues as they raise fundamental social, economic and 
ethical concerns. She congratulated the speakers for their bright inputs and called for 
further debates within the EP agricultural committee. The concept of land grabbing is 
indeed not enough recognized in Brussels discussions and not taken into account in EU’s 
agriculture policy and in its global food security strategy, regardless of its significance. It is 
time to include it in the discussions over the CAP reform bearing in mind that fostering food 
productivity within the EU could represent an alternative to land grabbing and a way to 
improve food security.  
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